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"THE 
PREFACE 


S the following Diſcourſe 
þ was not originally deſigu- 
ed to be publiſhed, I think 
| it neceſſary to inform the 
152 IRS World, that it now appear: 
abroad in Vindication of it/eIlf from the 
all natur d Cenſures and groſs Myrep' e— 
ſentations of ſome of its Reverend Audi- 
tors. greg 
” TRUTH bas always appeared to me 
in ſo amiable a Light, and Prejudice and 
Bigotr) in ſuch diſmal and deform'd Co- 
ours, that 1 have long been uſed to think 
it my Duty, upon all proper Occaſions to 
endeavour the Advancement of that, aud 
Rooting out of this.” 
WHAT Succeſs 1 have had in the pre- 
{ent Undertaking, is evident from the al- 
moſt general Cry that has been raiſed a- 
gainſt me, aud the ſevere Names I have 
been branded with, for ſpeaking the Di 
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iv The PREFACE. 

Hates of my Conſcience, with Freedom 

and Sincerity. + bd 
"TIS indeed a hard Caſe, that Reli- 


gion ſhould be attended with ſuch deplo- 


1 able Circumſpances, as not to be permit= 
ted ihe Teſi of Reaſon, but muſt be ſub- 


je ci to the partial and otſiinate Paſſions 


of perverſe Men. Truth ſhines always the 
Li1ckier for being oppoſed; and if what 
have [aid may ſeem to cat ſome ſhadow 
dier it, a candid Expoſtulation from my 
Reverend Brethren would have been. of 
n:ush more Service, than the opprobrious 
Names of Eraſtian, Heretic and Apoſtate. 
I: is always aPreſamptiou of a bad Cauſe 
when foul Language is call'd in to ſupply 
the Place of Argument, and it was per- 
trwently enongb ſaid by One upon this Oc-- 
eien. That Demetrius and the Craftſ- 
men might well be full of Wrath, when 
their Craft was in Danger to be ſet at 
nought. | ; 
THE ſubjef of the following Sheets, 
is an impartial Enquiry into the 
Nature of a Chriſtian Church, which: 


' WETE deſigned as the Foundation of a 


much larger Work, which I propaſe, God 
willing, ſome Time or other to. publiſh, 
| | Aud 


Ad I profeſe, That neither Intereſt nor 
Sceptiſm, neither Oſtentation nor ill Na- 
ture, but a hearty Love of Truth, was 
the Motive that induc'd me to ſpeak 
Out. 


Whether what ] have ſaid be reaſon- 
able or no, the World muſt OW judge, to 
me it appears ſo; and if I have err'd, tir 


with 4 good Conſcience, and a Readineſs 


to retratt upon ſufficient Convifttion. 1 


have Reaſon to complain of the Miſrepre- 


ſentations my Sermon has ſuffered; and 


how many Things I have been made to 
ſay, which I never thought of. A Reve- 
rend Brother, who was many Miles off 
when it was deliver'd, has more than 


once preach'd his Audience to ſect in 


confuting Things I never advanced. 


ALL 1 have to ſay to is this, That 
J have printed my Diſcourſe. faithfully ' 


ana entirely, as it was delivered from the 


Pulpit, without any the lea Altera- 


tion; chuſing rather to truſt the Candour 


my Reader, with any unguarded Slip 
that may be found in it, than undergo the 


Charge of a Fal(fication. I declare ſo- 
lemnly notwithſtanding what. has been in- 


ſinuated. 
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vi The PRE FACE. 
finuated by ſome of my Brethren, that 1 
eſteem and honour Epiſcopacy as much as 
any One, as it is an Apoflolical Inſtituti- 
on, an Inſtitution excellently adapted to 
the Circumſtances of the Times, and an 
Inflitution ſettled by the Legiſlature ; but 
as 10 its being eſſential to the Church, 1 
think I have Reaſon to deny. In a Word, 
as the Church of England by Law eſtab- 
liſhed is ſubject to the Kjng's Supremacy, 
(whoſe Power within his Realms of Eng- 
land, Scotlaxd and Ireland, and all other 
his Dominions and Countries, is the high- 
eſt Power under GOD, to whom all Men, 
as well Inhabitants, as born within the 
ſame, do by GOD's Law owe moſt Loyal 
ty and Obedience, atore and above all o- 
ther Powers and Potentates in the Earth+.) 
'\ I have nothing to object againſt thoſe 
Powers committed, by lawful Authority, 
to her Truſt, and ſhall ever think my ſelf 
in Conſcience obliged to pay all due Reve- 
_ rence to her Dignitaries, and thoſe of her 
that exerciſe any Juriſdiction. 

- As to what has been hinted, that I 
haue borrowed ſome thoughts from the 
Independent Whig, aud The Rights of 
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The PREFACE. vii 


the Chriſtian Church; I anſwer, that | 
tis impoſſible to write upon a Subject of 1 


this Nature, without ſaying many things 
that have been ſaid betore. «As to the 
Books mentioned, I muſi own there are 

many Things incomparably well ſaid, and 
much juft and demonſtrative Reaſoning 
And tho I cannot agree with the general 
Tenor and Deſign of thole Writers, yet 

' Where any Argument has appeared to me 
Juſt and conclufive, and by Conſequence is 

become my own, *tis very poſſiblezintreat- 
ing upon the ſame Subject, I may have 
expreſſed the ſame Thought. I profeſs, 
I have uo otherwiſe made Uſe of the fore- 
mentioned Books,than as the ſameThoughts 
may have occurr'd to me nutur ally, and 

. without a Deſign of copying. Ibis, I 

think, will appear to any Judge of wri- 
ting, from my different Method of hand- 

ling the ſame Thourhts, and the Variety 

of Language in which I have expreſſed 
them. 

T0 conclude, what Reception the fol. 

| Jowing Diſcourſe will meet with in the | 

World, I xeither know, nor care. I write 

For wo Maxw's favour, nor fear any One's MI 
Diſpleaſure: Truth, and the Cauſe of m 

| | pare 


* 


Dein - The PREFACE 
pure Religion, with me, ſuperſedes all "0+ 
ther Conſiderations ; for the ſake of whach 

I am content to face an Inquiſition, oute 
ſtarve in a Dungeon, to be deſtitute; af. 
flicted, tormented 3 to wander aboit- in 
Goat-skins, and Sheep-skins, to be flayd 

* With Scouiges, or broken on Racks. Let 

- Ignorance then, or ill Nature, rage as hor- 
ribly as it will, let Cenſures and Perſeeu- 

tion purſue me even to Deatb, let my Re- 

.  putation deſcend down to ſucceeding Ge- 

nerations, branded with all the Intamy of 
© Hereſy and Miſcrean cy; yet while Ilive, 

. there will be ſomething within,vill always 

- ſpeak Peace in the midſt of a fiubboyn 

and perverſe World; and beyond theGrave 
a GOD that will one Day reward theſe 
that have ſuffer'd for Truth and Righte-' 

If - ouſneſs ſake. Thus does it behove a Chri- 

© - ſian, thus a Miniſter of the Goſpel to 
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x | Marr . xv. 6; 


Du bave ye mide the Commandment 
f BE 2 GOD, of none Effet by your Tra- 
| dition. | 


I. M has ever been the unhap-- 
me: py Fate of Superſtition,. 
that by pretending to too 
much Religion, it has-ſap+ 
ped the Foundation of 2:1 
Religion; and by being 
productive of Traditioßs, that have no 
Being but in a blind miltaken Zeal, it has 
levell'd the divine Oracles of the moſt high 
God, with the weak Opinions of frail Men. 
Prieſtcraft has generally been reputed 
the Parent of Superſtition, and as it isthe 
undoubted Intereſt, fo has it been the 
great Deſign of Prieſts of all Religions to 
inculcate this profitable Deluſion. _ 
141 | ; 
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The Clergy of the Church of Rome. 
hid never riſen to that prodigious height 
oi Grandeur end Glory, had not, by their 
Means,. Tranſubſtantion long ago juſtled 
Reaſon. out of Doors; and the Pope's 
Iafallibity been a more inconteſtable Ar. 
ticle of Faith than that cnr Saviour died 
to fave Sinners; to deny the Prieſt's Power 
ot Abſolution, as damnable as Adultery 
or Inceſt, and not to bow to the Altar, 
as Murder or Rebellion. All their pijouy 
Frauds and legendary Tales of Saints and 
Miracles, were confeſſedly calculated for 
this End, to aggrandize the Order of an 
ambirious Prieſthood ; and to give them 
a dazling Luſture in the Eyes of the Vul- 


Car M4 
The Paganiſm of old Rome had never 
kept its Ground, nor its Prieſts been held 
in co much Honour and Eſteem, but for 
their well projected Deceits of Augurs and 
Haruſpices, of the Sibylls and Duumvi- 
i: Their Dies faſti and nefaſli; their 
_ Epalz and their Feri were of infinite Uſe 
in the ſolemn Pageantry , and the removal 
of the prophane Vulgar from their horrid 
Moſter ies, continued an awful Deterence 
and Veucration. | 17 
(ba Julie 
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The grand Impoſtor Mahomet had now 
ſlept undiſtinguiſned among the forgot- 
ten Ruins of Mortality, and his Religion 
- untalk'd of and unknown had periſh'd 
with him, but for the pretended Viſions 
he faw, and ſtrange Voices he heard in 
the Cave of Hira, and his familiar Con- 
verſe with the Angel Gabriel. i 
The Jew:ih Doctors had never main- 
tain'd the firſt Poſts ot Honour and Eſteem 
but from their dilligently inculcating thoſe 
abominable Traditions of their Elders, 
which Grotins and Lightfoot quote from 
their Talmud +. 
Was Religion indeed nothing but a po- 
litick Inſtitution, was there neither Re- 
velation nor God in the World, this Pro- 
cedure had been not only tollerable, but 
a well-concerted Scheme of future Great- 


- neſs. 


And as long as the World was eaſy un- 


der this Prieſtly Domination, there was 
no mighty Miſchief done; or ifa few of 
the wiſer part of Mankind had found out 


the Cheat, it had probably been buried 


in their own Breaſts. For who that has 
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4 The Traditions of the CI ERV 
any Regard to his own Welfare, to his 
Life or his Poſſeſſions, would endeavour 
to undeceive the World in a Point, in 
which it is every Man's Intereſt they ſhould 
| be deceived ? | 
1 But when we are ſure there is a God 
| that ruleth in the Ringdoms of the Earth ; 
| a God that hath revealed his Will, by ma- 
#y infallible Proofs; and hath tranſmit- 
ted a perpetual Memorial thereof to us 
and our Poſterity for ever; his Word is 
to be ſuppoſed ſufficient to direct our 
Lives and Converſations, and to guide 
us, without other Helps, ia the way that 
-leadeth to eternal Life. All other Reli- 
-gious Doctrines and Traditions, beſides 
thoſe contained in the divine Oracles, are 
the Doctrines of Devils, broach'd on Pur- 
poſe to affront the all- wiſe Majeſty of Hea- 
ven, by making him the Author of a Re- 
- velation imperfect, and incomperent for 
I 5 
It the Loſs or Salvation of our Souls 
' depend upon what God has revealed to us 
indcriptute, as I belieye no Chriftian will 
: deny, then that Revelation muſt be fut- 
| _ - ficient of it felt for Salvation, or God is 
an auſtere and cruel Maſter, reaping ws" 
Au 5 : 
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whe hes wot (own, and gathering where he 
has not rot. 
Nothing then can excuſe an ambitious 
- -Frjeſthood, ' who tamper with the Con- 
ſeiences of Men, who preach up Dottrines 
anknoten to the Scriptures, and make 
void the Commandment of God by ther 
(Trauition; Who have more Regard to 
their oten Greatneſs, than the Salvation ot 
_ «thoſe to whom they preach, and who pre- 
ter their Authority over, to their Care of, 
he Churches. * 

What "ſhall be done to theſe Watchmen 
hat are blind greedy Dogs that can ne- 
ver habe enoutb, Shepherds that cauuet 
. witderſtand, that all look to their own 

ten, every one for bis Gain from his 
Quarter? Can they fay with St. Paz! they 
are "free from the' Blood of all Me? Or 
Mall not rather the Blood of Numbers thc - 
nie periſhed thro' their Default, be Th 
Eos required at their Hands? | 

One would think it needleſs to enquire, 
hether tlie eſtabliſhed Church Ot this 
atioh labburé under the ame Error : ? 
A Church that calls heffelf pure” and re. 
orm'd, and her Miniftry orthodox and A. 
ſtolical. But alas! 'tis too true, tha: 
this 
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this our pure and reformed Church wants 
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yer Purity and Reformation; her Mini- 


ſtry is not ſo orthodox and Apoſtolical as 
is generally maginc the Spirit uf the 


old Harlot her Mother is not yet forgot- 
ten; the primitive Thirſt for Grandeur 
and Ambition reigns ſadly triumphant; 
the Honour of the Holy Fundiioa is to be 


- defended at any Rate, and the Leity o 
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be depreſs d to harmleſs Beaſts of Bur- 


den, the innocent Creatures of Prieſt- 


craft. "ating e eee ee 
There are, without Diſpute, among 
the Clergy ot this Nation, many mode- 


rate and brave Men, who make the Geſ- 


pel of Chriſt the Rule ot their Profeſſi- 
on, and prefer the Commanaments of GA 


to the Traditions of Men. But then there 


are many of a contrary Strain, haught 

and enthuſiaſtick Men, who call themſel- 
ves and thoſe of their Order, the /p;ritual 
Princes of the Earth, who tore the Pre- 


rogative of God out of his ſacred Hands, 


V bo juſtle Omnipotence out of the World, 
and ſubſt itute chcmſclves in its Place, m. 
king void the Commanaments of God 
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Deſtractive of RxtriGion 7 
4 ſhall: therefore in the following Diſ- 
courſe © endeayour to ſhew wherein the 


Clergy ot this Nation oppoſe their vain 
aud humane Traditions,” 10 the Divine 


Word of God. And this, | 


Fir, With Relation to o her ou 


3 9 And 9 


v.. 


a 4 enge, | 


. 72 tics, With Relation to their 


| Miſrion. 


Thar there muſt be ſome to preach 


and expound the Word of God, as ſong as 
there is a Church and a Religion, {eems 
to me neceſſary beyond Diſpute: For 


while Mankind is a mix'd Multitude of 


Tgnorant and Careleſs, of Men ot Buſineſs 


ant Men of Pleaſure; while there are 
Cares of the World, "2nd 'Deceitfulne(s 


of Riches, to chaak the good Word of 
GOD, and render it barren and untruitful, 
tis heceſſary Mankind ſhould always have 
a Monitor ready at band to preach the 
Ward, to be inilant in ſeaſon, and out of 
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jeaſon; to reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all lang ſuffering and Dottine. For how 
bull they tg ar without" 4 Preacher? 
| It is as neceſſary there ſhould be ſome 
Form at Government, ſome kind of Diſ- 
| cipline in the Church#or without it there 
| could be no ſuch Thing as Unity, which 
is. ellential thereto. All the Difficulty is, 
What Rule ought to be obſerved in the 
Management of this Affair; which muſt 
ue oer be left to ener) One's! private and. 
diſcretionary Conduct; for then might «ll 
be Preachers and none Heavers, all Go- 
vernou's, and none to begoverned. Some 
kiad of Miſſion is abſolutely neceſſary, for 
the Sake of Order, and to avoid Conſuſi- 
; for ha ſhall they pur ach without 
„ 1 HO GO POCO 
I know, That as our Cliurch has Te- 
ners anc: Opinions of her own, with a pe· 
culiar Stiffneſs in this Reſp:@, ſo to oppoſe. 
and contradict them, at this Time o Day, 
is in her candid judgment, a Kid b 74 
ſlianiſin little better than Here!y, Put re- 
gardiels of a Name, and for the Sake ol 
Truth, I ſhall however enquire” into the 
Foundation ot her Traditions, "and. ca- 1 
„ en TS os n * 
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Deſtructive of RAT a ION. 
deavour to ſet This in as clear a Light, as 
the Thing will admit of. 
I think it is evident beyond all Diſpute, 
both from Scripture and the earlieſt Wri- 
tings of the Church, That the" Apoſtles, 
after Our Saviour's Death, by Authority 
committed to them, couſlituted an Order 
% Men, to govern ad take Care of the 
Church, and to ordain inferior Miniſters | 
in every Place. „ 
It is no ſeſs evident, That this Order 
has been contiaued down in a long unin- 
tefrupted Succeſſian to the preſent Time, 
and ia all Probabjliry may be continued 
down till Time ſhall be ao me. 
From this Apoſielical Trſtitution, our. 
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87 fleſirous 5 perimAacde tne World 
thai Hey have ſomething in them . of ſo 


divine a Nature, as in an eſpecial Manser 


diſtinguiſpes Them trom the reſt of Man- 
kind, draw this pleaſant Inference in Fa- 
your of themſelves, viz. That Epiſcopal 
Ordination is eſſen ial to the Church of 
Chil, that witlivut it the pure Word of 
God cannot be preached, nor the Sacra. 
ments duly adminiſtred, and conſequently | 
that there are no true Churches upon Earth 
but thole of Exg/and and Rome. 
r | Whes 
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muſt be ſo upon me 10 the following 
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Whether theſe Tenets be conſiſtent 
with Chriſtian, Charity or no, that Cha- 
ral which believeth all Thing , hopeth 
Things, that Chars ity 25 judgeth 
all nor now en- 
ire. I ſhall juit obſerve by the Way, 
lat in a Church, retorm'd and eſtabliſh'd 
by Law, 85 ours is, under the Epiſcopal. 
O-conomy, 'tis on Inſtitution abſolutely 
neceſſary for the Call of ſuch as are to be 
ſet Apart ſor the Admiaiſtration of ſa- 


cred Things, an Iaſtitution laudable and 
ewesleat ig "Itſelf, and admirably adapted. 
for the Conſervation of Peace, Decency, U 
and Order. But that *cis eſſential to a 
Christian Church is not to caſily gran- - 


ted. 
If 


eie gen be un ede, 
al, Call to the Miaiſtry of the Go'pel ; it 

c 
Coun ks. Either Ae * 1 yy 
ko) wlh444) 1 A 3 
* Ar it wa. iuſtitated by the pe 

For a poſtive and perpetual Oran” 
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Jeſtrr tue of RuLIGtON., It 


SEL. ir confen d, ſe nie neceſſary Re- 
-  gnifite for the Work of the Goſpel.” 


: As to the firſt, That it was inſtituted 
by the Apo/iles for a poſitive and'perpetnr 
al Ordinance. 1 o  IT VL "AOL 


1 ſhall beg leave to obſerve, | 


That as Whatever is in//ituted by the 
Apoſtles for a poſitive and perpetual Or- 


dinance, muſt be a neceflary and 'indif 
penſable erm of Salvation; ſo *tis incon- 
lutent with the Goodneſs of GO D, to 
ide and Obſcure fuch Ordinances in Dark 


-nels and Ambiguities, which are of ſuch 
valt Importance to the eternal State of 
A Mankind. As long as our God is 4 
good and gracious God, full of Mercy and 


"Campaſſion, he cannot but make ef 


Thiog that concerns the everlaſting Ha 

pineis of our Souls, clear, obvious, and in- 
diiputable. But that this concerning E. 
piſcopa] Ordination is not jo, I leave its 


molt bigotted Patrons to judge. The pre- 


ſent State of the Church of Stot land, ef 


the reformed Churches abroad, and ok | 


the modern Diſſenters in England, is an 
in. 


eo irn 
1 The Traditions of the Cr ERGY 
inconteſtable Evidence oſ this. Tis in- 
deed a teaſqnable Inter ence, that hecauſe 


the Apoſtles inſtitat .d this Ordinance, and 
the primitive Churches rigorouſly obſer- 


ved it; and conſequently, That at that 


ine it was the. beſt and moſt advant a- 
Lious Tyſtitution for the Church; therefore 
Circumſtances remaining -the lame, that 


ii, as long as it continues the beſt appa- 


rent Inſtitution, it ouglit to be inviolably 
and religiouſly maintaind. But to fay, 
that becauſe the Apoſtles inſtituted an Or- 
dinance, which i, the beſt for the. 
Church: at the. time, of its Inftitution, 


therefore that Ordinance is to berobſers 
ved even when Circumſtances are ſuch, 
that Vis the worſt aud moſt detrimental. . 


\Ordizance the Church can have, is an Ar. 
gument only worthy of the Hickes's 1 
Leſlie's of the Age. 


Aud as certainly as the esp of 


al Men and Times are not the fame; ſo 


| certainly could not the Apoſtles deſign; 


that an Inſtiiution adapted to particular 
Tempers and Times, ſhould to al Tem- 


pets, and at all Times ever remain the 
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- Deſtruttive of R 116 10 N. 13 
BESIDES, from the ſuppoſed. Perp - 
wity of the Inſtitution, a + Conſequenc? 
will naturally reſult, which will overturn 


the Foundatibn of all Civil Governments ; 


the Deſtruction ot which, we are ſure, 
the Apoltles could never deſign. For a; 
it implies. an entire Independence of mh : 
State, and is a dliicretionary Act of th: 
Biſhop, independent too himielt (fer a 
divine Inſtitution is hot cognizable by the 
Divil Power) it follows, That the Govern 
ment can exact no legal Security for the 
Bebartiaur af the Clergy, but hat they 
themſelucs are pleaſed 19 give; Thar it c 
impoſe no Oaths, Subſcriptions, nor De- 
elarations upon them; nor can control 
them in the full Excr-ite of their Faw ti- 
on, in what Manner they ſhall. ju lge 
*convenient: Conlequently, they are lot 
rellrained by any lege Ties, from ſecret 
Tręeaſos, or open Rebellion: No Civ, 
Depriuation can laß their Mouths, their 


Office and Charatier rxterds over all Me 4. 


ant to all Nations,” and ſubmit. to % H- 
thority wpor Earth. _ 
This is iadeed to divide a Kiag lon 
againſt it ſelf. tor Q peri! . in 
rie nh a Witnels, to reduce Civil 50 
1 2 
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c icties into a tate of Nature, to refuſe 
inte to whom tribute ts die, Cuſtom 19 
# bem Cuſlom, Honour teu Honour, 
this i> to diſpenſe with eve) Souls, Leing 
Al je to the higher Potters, to hay the, 
Honour of Majeſty in the Dult, to . 
De Migz ien, and [peak Evil of Dierities. 

| know *risa Poſition &f Dean Hicke, 
'hut no Doctrine is to be rejecied, for 
hie ſeverity of tits Conſe que, Ces, But. to 
make this Poſition true, it is neceſſary, 
that the Doctrine from which ſuch C 

,euences iejult ond foſt be proved; 
ar ie hen tle pretenaed JJ Cirine 13 un- 
te,, and equally probuble Of each ſide; 

ile kverity ef its Conſequences is the. 
| treatejt Preſumplion agaiuſt it; hut When 
the Conlequences are ſuch, that the ab- 
i01arcly deltroy other, even ſelf.cvident - 
Hot. ines, that prererided Dottrine, mul 
. of comie fall to the Ground. 
Thus is it, I think manifeſt. beyot 
GC ontradiction, that Epiſcopal Or 9 | 
was wot In/titnted by the Apnjtles for 4 
Y el tive aud W Ordinances, 
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2. The other Reaſon, why : Epiſcopal 
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Ordination is tuppoſed an eſſential Call 


to the Mipiſtry, is, Wat it conveys to 


thelr,, upex whom it ig conferr'd, ſome © 


neceſlary Requiſiue for the work of the 
Miznjtry. | 


1 know no other Requiſite for the 
Wok of the Migiſtry, than Piety and 


Le rniny,, The firſt diſpoſes us to be ſe- 


rious, devout, and conſcientious in the 
Diſcharge of our Duty; the ſecond ores 


our Minds with uſeful Knowledge, fur- 
niſhes us with, Matcrials to digdate, with 

Hlogution ta pertwade, and with Examples 
to propoſe; but does Epiſcopal Ordiuati- 
on conter either of 'theie upon us ! Does 
Pier y or Learning follow the Impoſition f 
Hands? Does either ignorance or Immor- 


Ih 2: flee at the Biſhop's Approach. 5 


n the Times 06 Inſpiration indeedindi 


when the Wotking of Miracles was a ne- 


ceſlary Qualification for aMinitter of Chriſt 
the Apollles, as Men commiſſioned by the 


Holy Spirit, by an immediate communica- 


tion ot the ſame Spirit, ordained. others to 
ſucgeed them in the Miniſtry, which 


could not be ſupply'd withott thoſe 


f 


q 


14 


* 


”% 
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extraordinary Helps and Aſſiſtances, which 

were convey'd eo them by the Impoſition _ 

| of Hund. £3941 3-3 

But now that Miracles Rae ailed,and 
Inſpiration is no more, wh .t have we to 

do with extraordinary Helps and Aſſiſtan- 
ces? Can we expect the allwiſe God to 

confer an extraordinary Grace for an or- 


Do any of us feel any other ma 
of the Spirit, than a ſerious, and devout . 1 
Thoughtfulneſs, for the Work we have ;| 
Be (Which is indeed as dall other 29 
good Thoughts are) rhe ordinary Opera- 

tions of the Holy Spirit? Do any of us 
mean any other Motion, when we profeſs 
ourſewes moved by the Holy Ghoſt at our 
Ordination? Do we not (till find our- 4 7 
ſelves Men of like Paſſions with our Lay- ; 
} Brethren, ſubject to all the Frailties aud a 
Infirmities of humane Nature? 

Nor do I apprehend; That that Promile 4 
ot our Lord to his Apoſtles, 1 J am with. 
you always even unto the End of the” 
World +, implies any extraordinary Aﬀiſt-"* 
anccs,to be given to the Miniſters of the 
—— 37 TIP 
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of the Goſpel, or any particular Call to 
the Miniftry ; but only, That wherever 
two or three are gathered together in our 
Saviour Name, there is he in the mid? 
o* —_— 5. ** | 
Thus does Epiſcopal. Ordination con- 
vey nothing to thoſe upon whom it is con- 
ferr d as a Requiſite for the Work of the 
\ Miniftry; | ON 
So that from what has been ſaid, we 
may, witliout any Abſurdity conclude, That 
tho Epiſcopal Ordinatios be an excellent 
Inſtitution, "tis no divine Ordinance, nor 
- Eſſeptially neceſſary, to the | Chriſtian 
Church. I know it will be objected that 
have the whole Authority of the Primi- 
tive Fathers againſt me, who always ſpeak 
of Epiſcopacy as ofa divine Ordinance, 
of R r 
But I ſhall take very little Pa ins to con- 
fute an ObjeRion, dra un from the Sayings 
. of Perſons, in Favour ot an Occogomy, 
they lived under. Tis natural for all Peo- 
ple to like their own Conſtitution, beit. and. 
o ſpeak of it in the moſt pompous Man 
ner. Beſides, Why might not they de 
_ bial&d by the ſame plealing Temptation 
-of Honour and} Grandeur, that we are” 
' Bake E Why 


D 
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Way might not they err out of too ſuri- 
ons a Zeal, as ſome of us have done? But 
what it mult ot thoſe Sayings we. quote 
with to much Triumph, ſhould imply no 
ſuch Thing as the perpetual Duration of 
Epiſcopacy ; and no more than that Epiſ- 
copacy was the ſettled Oeconomy ot the 
Church at that Timpe? 

I do not know a more ſanguine Ex- 
preſſion. than that of St. Euatius, Let no 
ene meddle with any Thing, tho" ever Jo 
convenient for the Church without the 
Bebop. * Suppoſe this, if you pleaſe to be 
a, Prohibition, that no one take upon him- 
ſelf the office of a Miniſter, tho* his Mi- 
niſtry be ever ſo neceſſary _tor the Church, 
without the Biſhop"s Ordination? What 
can it imply, but that Epiſcopal Or dina- 
bios was at that Time the ſettled means 
of ſending Labourer into Chriſts Vine- 
yard? CE eh r ,, e 
I know, nothing more is implyed in 
that Say ing of Cyprian #, Fare ue Epiſ 
' 12 
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topacy, and the ſub lime and divine Power 
of governing the Church. And I could 
ſhew the ſame of moſt of the other Ex- 
preſſions that have been quoted to this 
Purpoſe, would Time permit, or were it 
neceſſary. | | 

To have done then with this Head, 
what I have before faid- wich relation to 
Epiſcopacy, is ſupported and confirmed 
by the known Laws and Statutes or the 
Realm, and by our own Oath: and Sub- 


ſcriptions, who have over and over ac- 
knowledged the Kjngs Majeſty in all 


Cauſes and over all Perſons, Eccleſalli- 


—— 


cal and Civil, to be ſupreme Governour. | 


The Proceedings of the Legiſlature im- 
ply an - abſolute Power to appoint what 


Rules and Orders in the Church they 
ſhall judge moſt convenient. Such is E- 

rdination at this Day; neceſ- 
lary indeed, but only as tis the beſt ap- 
parent Inſtitution and the Will of the Le. 


piſcopal 


giſlature. 


I come now © 1 
- Secondly, © To ſhew wherein the Clergy 


oppoſe their Tragisions to the Word 


God, with Relation to their Au- 
| tho- 
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thority; and that i in Cas Altes 
as they claim, 


: 


'L A Power of making e! and 


| Canons. | 


'1, A Poreer of authoritative ſolu. 
tion and Excommunication. | Burt 


11 they claim a Power E makin 
Lau and Canons. | 


In the Intancy of the church, when 
Chriſtianity was confin'd to Corners, and 
Believers were few and inconſtant, whilſt 
the, Princes and Emperors. of the World, 
continued Pagans and Perſecutors, the 
Heads of the Church had undoubtedly the 
Power of making ſuch Rules and Laws 
as were neceſlary' for Decencꝭ and Order; 
and to confine all, who were admitted in- 


to their Society, to che ſtrict Obſervance 
thereof. 2 


Laws are as neceſſary for the Church 
as the State, when therefore the ſupreme 
Powers would take no Care about the 
Church, but only io perſecute and annoy 
5 'rwas neceflacy ſome Lows. ſhould * 

made 
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made by thoſe, who were ſet over it in 
the Lord: This gave Rite t'5 the ancient 
Canons and Apoſtolical Conſtitutions which 
have long been tamons in rhe World. 
But when Kings and Emperors once be- 
came Chriftians, the Church of Courſe 
began'to incorporate with the State, and 
the Power of making Laws reverted back 
again to the old Fountain. © © ' 
To the Clergy indeed was generally 
left the Management of ſuch Laws, as 
concern'd the Church; but it was only 
by Permiſſion from the Civil Power, and 
ia them the Confirmation, and Execution 
rr deen enen 
I indeed the Clergy of any Nat ion 
have a Power of making Laws and Canons 
independent of che civil Powers; if they 
can 'afſemble together in Convocation, 
_ when and where they think proper, to 
. enquire into Offences, and regulate the 
_ Eliurch, they are ſo tar from being Sub- 
jects, that they are really the Preſidents 
- and Princes of the Earth; Kings of ten- 
| View KjJngs, to whom all Mankind are 

ubjects. If they can do this, what 
: ſhould hinder them from unthroning Ma. 
jeſty? What ſhould hinder them from 
n ma- 
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making Laws contrary to Laws, and 0+ 
yerturning Nations at Pleaſure? It is a 
meer. Scholaſtic Quibble to ſay, That all 
their Laws and Canons relate only to 
Spirituals; and that they pretend to no 
temporal Juriſdiftion: For a Sanction of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, is eſſential to 
every Law; and every external Act, in 
order to the enforgiag a Law, whether it 
be Excluſion. from the Communion, .a 
temporary Penance, or a formal Recanta- 
tion, is as much a temporal Puniſhment, 
as Impriſonment or Death. It they ſay, 
their Laws. are only about the Spiritual 
and everlaſting good of thoſe committed 
to their Care; 12, Lay, are all Loews wwhot- 
foever-And if the Civil Power can make as 
ood Laws for this End, as gis poſhble 
or the Clergy to do; to aſſerthis Power, 
is to multiply Caules for a ſingle. Effect, 
a -moaltrous unpolitical Scheme, which in 
other Caſes the Clergy will not allow rea- 
ſanable- What the Laws of Er:iand have 


determined in this Cafe, I need not men - 
tion. But „ 
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| I. The Clergy claim further a Power 
of authoritative Abſolution and Eu- 
communication. 


By authoritative Abſolution and Ex- 
communication, the Clergy ſometimes mean 
an abſolute Power of aqmitting into, or 
excluding from, the Kingdom of Heaven, 


ib om they think proper, at other Times 
A Power of admitting them into, or er- 
- cluding them from their Society upon 


Earth, in a judicial way. | 
In this latter Cale I have ſhewed be- 


fore they have no Authority, but what 
they derive from the civil Power; as it 
appears likewiſe from the Procedure of all 


our Eccleſiaſtical Courts. | 


4s to the former, I ſhall ſpeak to it, in 


« few Words. 


4s 600 has frequently declared in 


Scripture upon what conditions Mankind 
ſhall beſav'd or damn'd, it can never be 
in the Power of any created Being to diſs 
appomrthhis eternal Purpoſes. Whether the 
conditions, of Salyation required by God, 
be.pertormed or no, is known only unta 
bim, and to thoſe aſſiſted by his * 


/ 
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Inſpiration. For which Reaſon the Appl 
les were endued with Power of remi 
and retaining Sins, as declarative of God}; 
juſt Judgments by virtue of their infallibſe 
Knowledge. But world ſhort-ſighted Mex 
iim this Power, which only a pertains 
140 Infallibility? Would he [er himſel” i 
the Apoſtles ſte ad, with all his Ignorance 
and Infirmities? Nay rather, would 

not ſet himſelf above, not only the Ap 
files, but even that God himſelf, I 0h⁰ 
be lives, moves, and bas his Being? Would 
2wwre/t the Scepter out of the Almighty's 
Hand, exzort his Prerogative from him, 
and damn or lave, whom he has not dams 
ned or ſav'd. 
Could the hapleſs Flocks;: Sümtnitted 
to the charge of ſuch, be once made to 
ſwellow' this horrid Deluſion, there is no- 
thing wanting to eſtabliſh the Tyranni- 
cal Domination of Rome; our Revem 
2w041d:foon pour in Millions upon us, an 
our Authority riſe „ Ar above tlie 
Fan. of the Earth. tf: 

Would the Clergy be bur once {5 mos 

derate as to mean no more by this _ 


a conditional Abſolution and Excomm 
ails sien 37 9 
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ation, we world not diſpute or re- 
eit. But then of what U/e world ſuch 
Power in the Church be? Shall not e- 
Ferry honeſt conſcientious Chriſtian, wb⸗ 
ade auours to walk worthy of his Calling, 
with a lively Faith in God's Mercy, and 
#he Merits of his Sauv'our, obtain à full 
Pardon and Porgivennets. of his Sins, 
ait heut the Prieſt's Abſolution ? Or (hall 
not the Wicked, without the Thunder of 
Ahis'Excommunica#on, receive the due Re- 
award of all his Sins? 

- TI ſhall now beg Leave to conclude 
tit h 2 Word or two by way of Auvice. 
Notwithſtanding what has been be- 
ſore ſaid, the Work ot the Miniſtry i; 
doubtleis a great and important Charge; 
,2nd in the Management of which is re- 
quired the niceſt care and caution. We are 
ſent to teach and take care of the wan- 
:dring Flock ot Chriſt, (and wo be unte 
ul if we prea h net the Geſpel:) but no: 
[to aggrandize ourſelves at their Expence, 
or grew rich upon the Spoils ol Superſti- 


Goa Heuſb eld, to give his Servants their 
"Meat is due ſeaſon aud meoſure, aud if ꝛb- 
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tion. We arc appointed the Stetoardt 9“ 
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fene not this Charge at becomes falt 
ful Stewaras, our Maſter” has threaten'd 
10 cut ur Iu Pieces," and to give us our 
Portion with Unbelievers, (00 
Let us then ſet about the Buſineſs, we 
are appionted to in good Earneſt, not 
with Eye- ſervice as pleaſers of ourſelves, 
but as the Servants of GOD. Let us make 
the Holy Scriptures, the Rule of all our 
A&tions'and/Labonrs in the Lord. Let us 
- beware of thoſe falſe Doctrines and Tra- 
ditions, that have given ſo much Offence 
to Religion. They may ſerve indeed to 
create a ſuperſtitious Awe in the weak 
unthinking Part of Mankind; but with 
alltober and wiſe Men, they only reflect 
Scorn and Contempt upon ourſelves. They 
will certainly One Day riſe up in 'terrib!- 
Judgment aga inſt us, tor the Miſchief we 
have done with them in the Church, and 
the Diſhonour we have caſt upon God.“ Tis 
this Affectation of Power and Grandeur 
has raiſed us ſo many Enemies in the World 
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of 


ſigning Men, and to fruſtrate all their En* * 
q deavOurs. Would we yet take heed to the 

1 "Miniſtry to which We are called, God, even 
| our oton God would give us his Bleſſing, | 
« and bappy is that Servant, whom his * | 
4 Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing. 
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